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Hansen probes little-known aspects of Lincoln
No other historical figure has had more
books written about him than Abraham
Lincoln. According to WorldCat, the
world’s compendium of academic libraries, more than 27,000 books have been
written about the nation’s 16th president.
And still there is much about Lincoln’s life
that people don’t know or simply don’t
understand. Someone who is helping to
clarify those aspects is Stephen Hansen,
professor emeritus of history at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville.
Hansen was born in Kankakee, Ill.,
and received his bachelor ’s degree from
MacMurray College in Jacksonville, Ill.,
and his master ’s and doctoral degrees
from the University of Illinois at Chicago.
For Hansen, it is not necessarily that people are discovering new evidence about
Lincoln, but that they are interpreting the
evidence in new ways.
“There is some work that looks at
how the images of Lincoln have changed
over time and how that meets our particular needs,” said Hansen, explaining
how everyday people and politicians use
Lincoln for their own purposes. “There
is a great story about how (President)
Reagan would quote Lincoln, like, ‘You
cannot help the poor by destroying the
rich, you cannot make the weak strong
by weakening the strong.’ The fact is
that Lincoln never said those things, but
everybody wants to have Lincoln on their
side.” Most people, Hansen said, do not
really know how Lincoln was because he
has developed into a myth like no other
American president. “Lincoln captures
what we want us to be,” he added. “It
may not be what we really are, but it is
our values.”
Because of the greater-than-life myth
that has been created about Lincoln, few
people today realize just what a skillful
politician he was, said Hansen.
“He was an incredibly skilled and
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canny politician and I think that is what
accounts for the fact that he comes from
obscurity to national prominence in a very
quick way,” Hansen said. “He matures
into greatness during his presidency.
Those skills made it possible for him to
have the opportunities to learn how to
become a statesman. He helped create
the Republican Party in Illinois and put
together a voter coalition of disparate
groups that would not normally work
together. He was able to articulate a position to unite those voters into a majority
coalition and he was skillful enough to
keep all the bombastic and strong personalities together from destroying each
other. His skillfulness was evident in
how he captured the Republican nomination in 1860 and then how he managed
putting together the cabinet and how he
handled the secession crisis.”
The “Great Emancipator,” as Lincoln
has come to be called, was criticized in
his time – and even now – for weakening
civil liberties.
“Not even Richard Nixon has been vilified as much as Lincoln for stumping all
over civil liberties, but what’s interesting
is that after the Civil War is over, all the
power amassed in Washington, D.C. dissipates incredibly quickly and the civil
liberties are restored after the times of
crisis,” said Hansen.
Another historical event that has been
much studied and written about is the
assassination. And given the propensity of Americans for conspiracy theories,
there is not a shortage of them when it
comes to this very well studied episode
in American history. “A more obscure
one,” Hansen said, “is that the Catholic
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“Some cities have opted out, but several had
old ordinances on their books that prohibit gambling,” she said. “I’ve been fighting for three
months fixing cities that have old ordinances.
We’ve fixed about 40 so far.”
Locally, Maryville has decided against video
gaming, and Edwardsville officials are also considering an ordinance that would keep video
gaming out; aldermen will vote on the measure
next month.
The law allows municipalities to receive 5 percent of the revenue generated by the machines.
Twenty-five percent would go to the state of
Illinois, 35 percent would go to the bar owner and

Church had Lincoln assassinated because
of his stands and his more distant position regarding religion.” An even lesser known incident was when Lincoln’s
corpse was almost stolen.
“There were counterfeiters looking to
make a fast buck and they decided that they
would steal Lincoln’s body and then hold it
for ransom,” Hansen explained. “They were
only able to get the top off of the sarcophagus and pull part of the casket out. But
because there was an informant, they were
not able to get the body and were captured.
When they re-buried Lincoln, they poured
all this concrete but they drilled a hole in
the casket and made his only surviving son,
Robert Todd, look inside and make sure the
body was still there.”
When he talks about these issues with
general audiences and his students at
SIUE, Hansen said that he observes very
interesting reactions among the listeners.
Many of them even change their notions
on American history as taught to them in
high school.
“I certainly would like to believe that
light bulbs go off in my students’ heads,”
Hansen said. “We have had some interesting and lively discussions in my class on
Lincoln. We have a National Endowment
for the Humanities summer teachers’
workshop on Lincoln. There we bring in
two groups of 50 teachers from all across
the nation. That is really lively and exciting because we try to untangle Lincoln’s
feelings about race as opposed to slavery,
union and power. He can carry for us a
lot of the complexities and ambiguities of
American democracy.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show,
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

35 percent to the video machine gaming machine
operator; in Glen Carbon that would be Grand
River Jackpot.
The average daily payout has varied from
state-to-state. Menossi said that in West Virginia
the average daily payout has been $140; in
Oregon it’s $240.
Estimates are that the village would receive
from $15,000 to $50,000 annually, Bowden has
said.
The village would be free to spend that money
as it wishes, Menossi said.
Revenue flowing to the state will be placed in
a construction fund. “As of now, it would not go
to a revenue fund where it just somehow disappears,” she said.
After Menossi graduated from SIUE, she began
working for IBM. Her father is in the jukebox
business. “Whenever video gaming started, he
wanted to stay in the jukebox business and I
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Dr. Stephen Hansen during one of his classes.

would go forward with video gaming,” she said.
GRJ has purchased the machines and would
place them in the bars and taverns, if the measure
passes. GRJ is responsible for providing all maintenance and service, said Mike Terrell, whose
responsibility as compliance manager is to ensure
that the operation meets all the parameters set by
the state. He is a retired state trooper who has
worked for the last 15 years as a gaming agent
for the Illinois Gaming Board. He said he was
assigned to the Casino Queen and briefly to the
Alton Belle Casino.
“I’m here to make sure things get done right,
according to the way the state wants it,” he said.
“I make sure everything is done above board.”
Both Terrell and Menossi say they would like
to see the village try video gaming for a year or
so and then decide whether to continue.
“Give it a chance for a year and see how it
goes,” she said.

Arts&Music
Friday, July 20
Willie Akins/Montez Coleman Group, Jazz at the Bistro, St. Louis, 7:30 p.m.
and 9:30 p.m.
James Taylor, Fox Theatre, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m.
LucaBrasi, Plush St. Louis, St. Louis, Doors 8:30 p.m.
Ralph Butler, 3:00 p.m. / Radio Star, 8:00 p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
Old Crow Medicine Show w/ Chuck Mead & His Grassy Knoll Boys, The
Pageant, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.
Steddy P w/ DJ Mahf, Brett Gretzky, The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 8:00
p.m.
Tef Poe w/ The Chalkboyz, Doorway, The Gramophone, St. Louis, Doors
9:00 p.m.
Disciple, Fubar, St. Louis, Doors 6:00 p.m.
Ocean Rivals, The Campfire Club, Hidden Lakes, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis,
Doors 8:00 p.m.
Mom's Kitchen, Old Rock House, St. Louis, Doors 9:00 p.m.
Fraid Not, Laurie's Place (Back Bar), Edwardsville, 9:30 p.m.
Bryan Fogg (Variety), Villa Marie Winery, Maryville, 7:00 p.m.
The Outlaws, The Wildey Theatre, Edwardsville, 8:00 p.m.
Rockstar Energy Mayhem Festival: Motorhead, Slipknot, Slayer & Anthrax,
Verizon Wireless Amphitheater, Maryland Heights, 1:30 p.m.
The Sound of Music, The Robert G. Reim Theatre, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m.
Dreamgirls, The Muny, St. Louis, 8:15 p.m.
Coriolanus, Grandel Theatre, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m.
COCA Summer Musical: Legally Blonde, COCA, St. Louis, 7:00 p.m.
Liquid Terrain: 20 Years of Works on Paper by Eva Lundsager, The Sheldon,
St. Louis, noon - 5:00 p.m., Runs through August 18.
A Room Divided, The Eugene Field House & Toy Museum, St. Louis, 10:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Harper's Pictorial History of the Civil War (Annotated), St. Louis Art
Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through August 26.

Saturday, July 21
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Guidance in Operation members from Lincoln and Liberty middle schools take part in a team-building exercise in which they
had to decide how the whole group could stand on a sheet folded in half yet be able to work together and unfold it and fold
it back the opposite direction.
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The G.O. team is comprised of approximately 70 students, 35 from each school, who have
been selected to be representatives for their
school. “These students will work together
on service projects throughout the year and
will develop friendships during that process,”
Tschudy said.
During this week’s summer leadership
camp, the students came together to learn
the expectations of what it takes to be a great
leader. “Students participate in team building activities and listen to a variety of guest
speakers regarding leadership and service.
They will leave camp ready to be a positive
influence on their school and community,”
Tschudy said.
Although much of being involved with

G.O. involves giving back to the community and serving as role models, combining
the two school’s G.O. members together as
often as possible helps the G.O. students to
transition into high school. “Introducing the
eighth grade role models from each building
to each other will ultimately help strengthen
friendships early and help to create a positive atmosphere at the high school when they
graduate to EHS in a year,” Tschudy added.
“Many of the students go on to become leaders in student council, EPIC, and various other
high school groups. This is a great way for the
eighth graders to feel more connected with
each other, ultimately leading to smoother
transition to high school.”
G.O. also provides the students with opportunities to be leaders. “Throughout middle
school, these students have been able to participate in many school-sponsored activities.
G.O. gives them a voice in modifying these
events by making them current,” Tschudy
explained. “Students meet during lunch at

least once a week to help plan middle school
activities. Also students are given the opportunity to start new projects.”
Tschudy pointed out that each year he expects
the G.O. team to start a new service project
that can be replicated by future teams. “Some
of the past projects include: The Relay for Life
Dodgeball Tournament, The Leadership LockIn, the Main Street Community Center Pancake
Breakfast, and last year ’s group started a biweekly after school mentoring program with
Goshen Elementary School, he said. “G.O. is
a way for these middle schoolers to develop
their leadership skills and be a positive role
model for our incoming sixth grade students.
Their job is to set a positive climate for the
school... a place where not only they learn
about math, science, English, and social studies, but how to become good citizens.”
“This year ’s team is going to be awesome,”
Tschudy said. “The energy and enthusiasm
these kids bring to camp really is contagious.”

Willie Akins/Montez Coleman Group, Jazz at the Bistro, St. Louis, 7:30
p.m. and 9:30 p.m.
Josh Ritter and the Royal City Band w/ Bhi Bhiman, Plush St. Louis, St.
Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m.
Ultraviolets, 3:00 p.m. / Radio Star, 8:00 p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
Indigo Girls w/ The Shadowboxers, The Pageant, St. Louis, Doors 7:00
p.m.
Big Freedia and the Divas, The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m.
Daniel Ellsworth and the Great Lakes, The Gramophone, St. Louis, Doors
7:00 p.m.
The Bob Band, Butcher Holler, Aftershock, Fubar, St. Louis, Doors 7:00
p.m.
The Who Band, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m.
BoDeans w/ Miles Nielson & The Rusted Hearts, Old Rock House, St.
Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.
Jam Session w/ Mo' Pleasure, 1:00 p.m. / Whiskey River, 9:30 p.m., Laurie's
Place, Edwardsville
Concert for Cancer: An Evening with Matt Conway and His Band, The
Wildey Theatre, Edwardsville, 8:00 p.m.
The Sound of Music, The Robert G. Reim Theatre, St. Louis, 4:00 p.m. and
8:00 p.m.
Dreamgirls, The Muny, St. Louis, 8:15 p.m.
Serena Perrone, Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m., Runs through August 12.
COCA Summer Musical: Legally Blonde, COCA, St. Louis, 2:00 p.m. and
7:00 p.m.
Coriolanus, Grandel Theatre, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m.
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As a result of the shaking, Taylor suffered a stroke, multiple seizures, brain
damage, cerebral palsy, and blindness. The neurologist who examined Taylor
at Cardinal Glennon Hospital immediately after the incident did not believe
Taylor would survive through the night.
But she did survive, and when Taylor was about a year old, she was
adopted by her great aunt, Debra Dycus of Edwardsville, who cared for her
until Taylor’s death.
At the murder trial last week, attorney Lyndon Evanko argued that Taylor
died of pneumonia and that Rogers, if he is found guilty, should be found
guilty of involuntary manslaughter.
But Tognarelli noted that Taylor’s death certificate states that her cause
of death was Traumatic Brain Injury, which occurred nine years before her
death.
Rogers admitted shaking Taylor, and Tognarelli, in his ruling, said that
Rogers “must have been aware that any violent shaking by him of Taylor
would have substantial probability of causing her great bodily harm.”
Rogers is expected to be sentenced sometime in the next six to eight
weeks.

